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TRIP T0 THE HOT WELLE, O3TRICH FARM AND SAN JOSE RISBION.
April 29, 19}6.
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Five of our party consisting of Beriha and I, and our family a®
sourse including Wiss Elizabeth (two monthe old), ¥ies Allie and her
beau, snd one of her friends s Miss Msude, {You will netice 1 have used
the method of designation commen here in the Uouth of prefixiang Miss or
¥r. to the given nume 0f » young man or young lady.) Lleft about four
“.Me londed with bundles, lunches, ete. Hoarded the street car at our
coraner, got transfers for the Het Telle line mnd zbout rn hour or pose-
eibly more was consumed in the jourmey. The weather was quite warm so
that we were dressed fop summer though we had wrape along so thail we would
not he cold when returaing et night.

Upon arrival et the grounde we walked up the brond driveway t» the
bath house, in frent of wkich is a fountein rlaying snd in the receptacle
al the bottom of the fountain are gold fieh sporting. On the large porch
are numerous tablees and chmirs end on one of the tsblee we deposit our
bundlez and wraps. ¥e wani in to take = look at those in bathing mnd were
greated by a smell me though some rotten eggs had beenm Lroken nomr there,
The well or wells se the cage may be are sulpbur, ths wstier being quite
warm, A number of people were in bathing ond it did set leok geod to me
nod 1 sbout conecluded thet I would not go in. Thees in seemed to enjoy
it and not to ming the esigbiecers. We woon went out snd pald our ten
cenits each nnd went into the Ostrieh Farm, In thore we gaw about twenty
five or six birde~ a dozen pairs, Their legs raise their bedies about
four feet from the ground sud their homds are gnrried sbout seven feet
high. They walk very gracefully mnd look ss though they would make goed
mounts., The black birds are the male snd the grey sre the female. Thers
are only three natural celors # of ostrich plumes - white,blogk and grey.
‘e also saw an alligeter whien they told ue was 350 yeare old. Also that
he mte but once in about eix months sud then ate mboul = bushel of livers
end kidneys. He wae very sluggish snd when we went sround him he exheled
his breath thru bis nostrils with such force as to meke o whistling nolize,
He was about 15 feet long over sll and leooked very repulsive. #e were told
the difference between on alligator and = crogedile was thet the former
moves the lower part of his jaw while the letter moves but the Gpper part
of hig jaw. On the 'farn' we saw a Toxas wild hog, which are quite num-
erous 28 well as vieious inm some perts of Tesns. I glmest just like n
hog but seems to have u sort of = wmene on his shoulders and his body is
thicker from teop to bottom then it is from side to side, in other words
its bedy is not round like our hogs. ¥e saw the the Gila monsier, the
largoest of lizard family snd very poisonous. They did net look like mon-
sters $0 us ns they were btut m foot or sc long - yellow with black strips
running around its bLody. They also had some alligators nbout B inghes
long whieh we were teld were twe yesrs old. They also hed in captivity
the Texes leopard ost which ‘ooked like = blg overgrown tom cat. Thgy alse
have an American sagle, 'somatimes seen on an American dellar', = common
foxas hawk, guinea pigs, redbbite, ete. %e were teld thet the ssirich egg
containe about 6} pounds of mest and ferdile eggs sell Mo 125 each.

Four Shwse of us, Miss Allie having 1o remain to work on her school
register, slarted off acgroses the San Antonie river which ie in this park
a8 well as the cther at the other end of the city, und were teld thnt
there was o middion near there., ‘e wont until we came to it snd as it
was about dark we did not eee much., A sign ever Lhe gete bere ke follow-
ing legeud - Ssn Jose Vigsion, Fuilt 1701, Admission 10¢. No one was
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et the gate to either nduit or keep us from entsring so we went in. 1
was carrying ihe baby so did not go inm with the rest. Finally I went in
end losked around inside the structure. It is bullt of nsiive stone snd
adobe - aud., Oome windoy arches seem Lo be brick but I esuld not verjfy
that faet on aceount of the derknees. There were several rooms with ihe
original roofs over them, Thess roeofs were demes, rather lew and not nmuch
arched snd looked ag though the Rreh wes so litile that it would foree the
#ide wells out. Fut it is #till stending spperently =e ever. The {ront
of the chureh or wisgion is esarved znd on either side of the door way
sre statues. Mies Vaude vheo is a *native' told us that they formerly had
silver heads on them. Only parts of the figures are still there. Inside
the main part the roof has fallen in asnd there is a ladder lesding up
into the tower leested on the goreer of the bullding. The ledder tskes
you uwp 1o sbout 25 feet above the ground. Inside the towsr are sieps
hewn ocut of & large tres. The itree seems to be sbout twe feet in dismeter
and the stepe ere sboul 6 ineches wide, with ebout ten inghes raise, A
sort of o winding etabrcase is thus constructed wnieh will teke up wp to
the very top of the tower wnien ie still im n good state of preservation.
Un top of the towsr tkere ie even an irom ernoment still standing. FPro-
truding frow various pointe along the upper wall, or near the top of the
well are what we were told wers ceapon but I am imclined to think they
are stone egos troughs, but it is possible thet some of them are cannon.
it was impeesible to verify thie on sccount of the gadBering dsrkness.

Ue got back to the bath house =t 5:15 end feund the rest of
our party whiech then numbered 13 with cur baby., ¢ then got bathing
suite, all except Bertha who remained sul to tend the baby and Gordon. 1
went in snd steyed in cbout em heur. All enjoyed it fine. The water in
the ladies' pool belng the wermer we 2il went in there and trough i got
ehilly st first in the middle noal, I got slong sil right in tha ladies'
pool which wes slse shallower. After a while Bapths got interested snd I
coame out snd took the beby snd she wpnt in, Che weas in sbout 30 minutes
when the whele perty came out. There were sizx couplea ef young peeple
end though I st firet was wdverse %o gelng in, oli was dene properly and
nothing out of the way was secan. I tasted the sulphar water ss I flowed
into the pool snd twe swallows wag omough, Thore are three posla but enly
4wo were filled when we were therv, The shallowest is the ladies' pool
end the deepest pard is sbout € Jeet, the shallewest three feet. The
middle peol goes from sbout 4 to 8§ and the one that was esply wes 6 €0
12 feet.

After coming owt we had m luneh and hiked for home. “e had
the noel mere or loes to curselves bocause of thue 'Viesta® that was go-
ing on in the aity.m got bagk to toun and wae weiting for owr ear
we gsay what is usually seen at the coaclusion of = ecarmival,

¥o also saw an exkibii of the Cansl Zone and the Cansl snd
hean/a sbort end instrustive legturs on the subject., We saw the losks
work, the vessels raised, the “snama railroad trailn run, ste., It ig authe
orized by the L., goveraweat ond the man in chargs is a relired officer
of the kavy. It is buili to sesle ~ 18 inchos to o mile in lengih snd 6
inches to a mile in width, with the emesption of the locks whieh mre ten
times the size of the rest of the medel, ‘ater was flowing in the canal
gnd bests plying back snd ferth. It w=as very intereeting snd each siep
necessary in taking « vessel thiru the canal was explained by the leclurer.
This was one tulng of the Fiesla that I thol was worth while,

¥e gaw the so-cslled batile of flowers in fromt of the Alamo
but thet was a merely & batile of display, floats trying to outde the others
with ibe smount and besuty of the flowers they earried. I was a liitle dis-
sppointed im it.



