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October 1, 1926,

To my ¥Friends in the States:

Leaving San Rrancisco ug. 19th on the Gov't transport
ut, Mihiel at noon, we arrived st the port of lomolulu, August
25th at 10 a,m, The boat was said to be the steadiest riding

boat in the Transport Service but even at that the motion of the
boat, together with the smells from the kitchen, and that of the
hot greasy machinery, eoupled with the way fish was served at
the firet meal om hoard, was too much for :
the first day I was in the throes of sea sickness, »rs,
rickering was not much better, Xlizabeth and srances were affeét-
ed some, but were asble to be at each meal. _ -
did not feel the sickness at all, It was four days later
I felt safe in venturing to the table in the dini om,
losing sight of land we watched the pilot clamber over the
of our boat and jump inte 2 small t and '
Navy bost "Adventuress” which had followed ‘or
this purpose, Then for days we saw nothing but water and now
and then groups or floeks of flying fish, saw one
not » sea gull, while we were far from land,

The Morming of the 25th as we were dressing we noticed
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on looking out of the port hole, what to be clouds along
the horizon, This scon took on the shape untainous shore
line which we learned was the island of Molokai, Un the nerth

1

gide of this island 15 located the leper colony, Soon after
passing this island we came into sight of land again which

to be Xoke Head and Diamond llead on the Island of Omhau

V-wif=hoo), We noticed just before reaching this

Island and at other points enroute that the water of the
was s deep blue, very much like bluing for clothes, In
to emter lonolulu Harber we cireled Koke and Diamond Heads,with
Vaikiki Mach on our right, passed Fort Armstrong and then into
the harbor, Many people were on the pier, most of whom carried
leis (pronounced lays), which are wreaths of fresh Ginger flow-
ere or of colored paper, to place about the neck nre
riving friends. Ve were thus decorated ly friends in the Army
who met the bomt. The leis of fresh flowers are very fragrant,
Even the Army generals on board were decorated _
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tary bend.

un appreagh 3 lionolulw ome of the most prominent things
in the ecity to attr attention &9 a white tower rising from
the water front and bearing the word “Aloha", This weord
love and is used as a friendly salutation, The city is
nlong the sea and at the foot of mountains which rise to a
neight of over 3000 feet in n few miles, Punch Towl, an extinet
erater lies in the eity and rises to s height of ~bout 500 feet,
From this vantage point an eseellent view of the city and en-
virons may be obtained, The U,S, G@vernment hes a 'position
finger' loeated on this eminence, There is also s it, Tantalus
hsrd Yy the Punch Towl, rising to a height of over 2000 feet
the sides of which are dotted with homes, "t night the lights
from theme homes appear to be stars in the sky, they are so
muach higher than the rest of the city. There is a good auteo
rond leading im nearly to the top. Jpon this ro:xd one may
easily imagine that they were in So, Californis or in Celorado,
It pesses thru a Vorest Reserve of imuense Hucalyptus trees
interspersed with some other large trees, .

The soil around ‘onoclulu seems to be largely red, which

palverizes and blows anbout readily, In places on the road around -

-~ the Island one masy see old lava flows which have been cut thru
An making the road,
( Flowers and flowering trees are in luxuriant aboundance



in Honolulu and remind us of Sumy San ‘ntonio. Uany are sweet
seented 80 thut the air is laden with their perfume. The shade
air is cool a=nd as there seems to be u good breeze every day it
has been very pleasant., This, |
year as the trade winde prevail all year except in Sept
Real estate and rents are high in Homolulu, Lots are

sold by the square foet, Many of the family size cottages are
built with = single wall, In the main part of the eity many of
the lots which originally contained but one dwelling, now have
several., Thus a 1ot of 100 feet by 150 feet may have on
ecottages facing the street, another at the extreme and of the
lot facing the driveway petween the twe on the street, and in
addition there may be four other cotteges, two on each side of
the ecenter driveway and facing each other. I live in a cottage
in such s eourt for which I pay the 'mere pittance' of §35,00

month, the houses of the court facing the street renting for
m.w per month.- and I am getting mine at a five dollar reduc-

tion because of friendship, Yards are generally very beautiful

with flowers and shrubs, also trees, flowering and otherwise,
of many kinde, Many hedges are of flowering shrubs such as
Hibiseus. Cocoanuts, papayas, mangos, ete, are found growing in

many yards, The Tare nt is much cultivated around the ecity.
¥rom the root of this is made "poi”, the Hawaiian's staff of life.
I am told that one must acquire a taste for this but the Hawaiian
likes it after it has soured. ]

Pineapple culture is very interesting., Ve attended the
Territorial Pair held in Jeptember snd learned some interesting
things about how pineapples are grown. The crop in Sept,
1926 will econtinue to produce profitably until 1930, the first
erops being harvested in the swmer of 1927. In 51 the field
~ will be plowed up and sowed to = kind of grass to keep out the
weeds and to enrich the soil, Cucumbers here grow to over a
foot long., Ve saw some stalks of sugsr cane at the Fair which
sust have been over 20 feet long. The way they grow that here
is also interesting. Strawberries, apples, oranges, lemons
various garden vegetables that we know were on exhibition tﬁm.
The prineipal crops on Ushu however,seem to be sugar cane, pine-
apples, rice, benanas, Xxx® avocados and papayas,

The mountain ranges of the islands are cut by deep and
rugged ravines or short canyoms. They cun be traversed only
where treils have been made, Freguently people get lost begause -
th-u{ n:tnpt to seale some peak or mountain where there is mmk
no trail, < !

The imhnbitants of the Island of Uahu are prinecipslly
_ Japanese. They also have more childream in scheol than any other

group, MNext in order comes the part-liawaiian, ‘ortuguese
Chinese, Hawaiian, Filipine, Angle-Saxon, Korean, Porto- Hean
and @panish, in the order named, 8So Honolulu is the meeting
place of the nations, OUne see =2ll eoclors on the streets or
at any 1ic gathering ng from the blaek of the negro to
the white of the Coueasisn, The liawaiians are usunlly a bronsze,

Numbers of churches are listed in the eity direc .
inelud native churches and even pagan such as Mddist,
Methodist (ME), Christisn, Catholiec, and Jormon are represented,
The Mormons have one of the finest ‘upln that they have sy -~
where outside of Salt lake City. They also have gquite a commun-
ity around the temple as in Utah. he Salvation Army, the YHCA
and theYWCA are here. The Army and liavy YMCA have as quarters
wvhat was formerly the lawaiiasn Hotel built by the fepublic years
ago to sccomodate the travellers coming to the Island, Here one
may obtain accommodstions for even o family at = moderate rate,
They have daily programs for men of the Army and bavy, %he uni-
forms of both are conspicucus on the streets, as is also the
Japanese naval uniform =t times,
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here are rumbers of modern stores in lonolulu, such
are found in any large sity on the mainland but there are
also the quaint »nd distinetly oriental stores of the Chines e
and Je

mmrwmaswmmtm?mmuum
eslled the Executive Budlding, The s of the ot

the oity commemorate the esrlier people, tbl{huuu-dm
royalty of an earlier period. Kamehameha I _
Kamehamess), estsblished his rule and dymety over
”&ntdmwmmm-m'awmhm
‘oldff). This eliff 4s a n the Koelau Nange of mountains
and has s sheer drop of 700 feet, There is a talblet of bronse
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arge sheop

. a8 it is rich, well watered
and clothed with waried and lwmriant verdurs. ilere are found
high water falls ond a eanyon rivalling the Grand Canyon of the
Celorado, in coleoring nnd depth,
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Cahu is the wrinefipal island of the group in th:t it
has two exgellent harbors, OUmne at llonolulu and the other at
Pearl larbor a few miles distant, Most of the tusiness of the
islands is carried on here and here Uncle Sam has loeated his
great fortificsntions, eoaling plant, floating dry dock and
- Army Posts., There are two mmountain ranges on Uahu, The Koolau

(proncunced Kodtla-oo ) and Vaianae (pronounced ¥a-e-nl-na-e).
e former is sbout 37 miles long and the latter zbout half
that, Diamond fead on this island rises in bold relief from
" the shore line beyond the famous “aikiki (pronounced Va-e-key-
key) besch, to a height of 761 feet This im an extinet
erater of o voleano and is now fortified with batteries. (m
this island are located numérous artesian wells of good fresh
water. ‘The City of Honolulu obtains its water s fram
this source and 1 can testify to the fact that it is so soft
as to lend one to believe thot it came from melted snows as
does the water supply of Colorado cities, Vhile the
rainfall in Honolulu in 1925 was around 16 inches, the Pali
had 2 fainfall of over 100 inches, This is due to the faot
that the winds blow so econtinuously from one direction and
rain elouds hwamxm borne by them strike the windward side of
the mountains and lose a large part, if not all,of their mois-
ture there., Thus the windward slopes are wet and the lemward
slopes are dry and arid. _

Holokai, the first to be seen in coning from _
¥raneiseo, has on its lorth side the leper eolony. Thi es
5060 meree and is shat in on three sides by the ccesn znd on
the remaining side high mountaineg so they are effectuslly
cut off from the reat of the islomd, It has two umain mountain
pesks, fertile volleys, rivers asnd the remaing of orange snd
bread fruit groves, ,

Lenai and Fahoolawe are mmall and of 1ittle note.
ilaul, the valkey isle, has two prominent peaks omn it,
one of which terminates in the crater of laleakala (pronounced
lalee-nk-ala), This erater is in ome of our Natiomal ‘arke and
one writer tells us that all New York City could be placed in
it and buried o quarter of a mile deep, It is the seoond largest
inhabited island. Ume of its valleys, the Iao, has been come
pared in uu? to the Yosemite . _

Hawaii 19 the largest of the group and after which the
fnnp is Captain Cook in his disecovery of the islands

n January 1776, landed on this island at Vaimea My on the
South side. On thie island is launa Kea, the highest island
mountain in the world (13,825 feet high), and Maura lLoa, the
noted mnetive voleano. Soth are sbout the same height and the
former is smow capped parts of the year. Its name mesans "“White
“ountain® The lava flow from Mauns .0a in 1926 crossed the
suto read around the island, This is atill too hot to permit
eutting thru, tho several attempts have been made, It covered
al strip of the road about 300 yards long and is from 10 te 15
feet thiek, Xxax& The rosd »t present goes over this flow, the
outside being cool. The island is about the size of Cormectiout
and comprises 5/8 of the entire group., It hes one good senport
at Tile, a ecity of about 12000 inhabitants, The eraters of
vauna Loa and Kilsuea are kational Parks and are sduinistered
gimilar to those in the States. . :

In elosing let me add, altho this writing is becoming
too lengthy, that in the prommunciation of Hawaiian names re-
member that "a " has the brond sound of "gh"; "e"has the sound
of "a"; and "i" has the sound of "e”, The rest of the pronun~
ciation muet be acquired by oractice as 10 rule seems to aw:'z;

Tarevell’ - And moy you never be tempted to come to
"FParadise of the "aeifie”, unless you have an assured ingome
or plenty of eash, for at lesst one of these is essential.

HArie,
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